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ÅHumane treatment of cows 

ÅSpace to roam ï pasture based production 

ÅFed grass with no unnatural use of steroids, 

antibiotics or hormones 

ÅProfitable, productive and efficienté.and 

organic 

ÅEco-friendly and sustainable 
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The Wisconsin Dairy Industry 

Å77% of WI dairy cows are housed in freestalls 



Disconnect between 

consumer preferences and 

producer actions 



In 2010, we made a  

commitment to improve 

the facilities we use to  

house dairy cattle 

http://thedairylandinitiative.vetmed.wisc.edu 



Å Provide a comfortable place to rest that is designed to meet the space 

requirement of the animal, and not inhibit rising or lying movements. 

Å Provide enough feed and water space for each animal to optimize 

health. 

Å Wherever possible, provide exposure to natural light and ventilation, 

but utilize mechanical assistance when needed. 

Å Accommodate cows and calves in groups which are socially stable 

over time, and manage groups to minimize movements between them. 

Å Design barn layouts that do not result in undue time away from a 

place to eat and rest. 

Å Design facilities to reduce the risk for spread of disease between 

neighbors. 

The Wisconsin Blueprint 

Guiding Principles  



The Question. 

Can we build and manage 

confinement housed freestall systems 

that achieve high performance and 

excellent well-being? 


